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HEALTH  COMMITTEE. 

DATE  OF  MEETING  : — Last  Tuesday  in  each  month  at  7 p.m. 
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Trevor  Walters,  A.R.S.I.,  M.S.I.A. 
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A.I.Hsg.,  M.R.I.P.H.H. 
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Public  Health  Department, 

Rock  Grounds, 

Aberdare. 

28th  September , 1955. 

TO  THE  CHAIRMAN  AND  MEMBERS  OF  THE 
ABERDARE  URBAN  DISTRICT  COUNCIL. 

Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I have  the  honour  to  submit  for  your  consideration  my 
Annual  Report  on  the  Public  Health  and  Sanitary  Conditions 
of  the  district,  and  of  the  work  carried  out  by  your  Officers 
of  the  Public  Health  Department,  together  with  the  vital  and 
other  statistics  for  the  year  1954.  This  report  has  been  prepared 
on  the  lines  laid  down  in  Circular  28/54  (Wales)  of  the  Welsh 
Board  of  Health. 

I would  like  to  express  to  the  Council  my  appreciation  of 
the  interest  shown  by  the  Members  in  matters  affecting  Public 
Health.  I wish  also,  to  express  my  sincere  thanks  for  the 
help  I have  received  from  Mr.  James,  the  Clerk  of  the  Council, 
and  the  Council’s  Chief  Officers,  the  Senior  Sanitary  Inspector, 
Mr.  Daniel  Richards,  and  all  the  Sanitary  Inspectors,  Mr.  D. 
R.  Williams,  Chief  Clerk,  and  the  Clerical  Staff  for  their  loyal 
support  and  assistance  to  me  during  the  year  under  review. 

Yours  sincerely, 

J.  LI.  WILLIAMS, 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 


GENERAL  STATISTICS. 


Area  of  District  (in  acres)  . . . . . . . . 16,183 

Census  population  (1951)  ..  ..  ..  ..  40,932 

Registrar’s  estimated  population  . . . . . . 40,030 

Number  of  inhabited  houses  (March  1954)  . . . . 12,419 

Rateable  value  . . . . . - . • • • £170,796 

Sum  represented  by  a penny  rate  . . . . . . £640 

VITAL  STATISTICS. 

Birth  rate  per  1,000  home  population  . . . . . . 3 13,78 

Still  Births  per  1,000  home  population..  ..  ..  0.51 

Corrected  death  rate  per  1,000  home  population  . . . . 14.25 

Infant  Mortality  rate  per  1,000  live  births  . . . . 26.79 

Neo  Natal  mortality  rate  per  1,000  live  births  . . . . 21.43 

Phthisis  death  rate  per  1,000  home  population  . . . . 0.24 

Other  tuberculosis  diseases  death  rate  per  1,000  home  population  0.12 

DEATHS. 

Deaths  that  actually  occurred  in  the  district  . . • • 495 

Local  residents  who  died  outside  the  area  . . ■ • 94 

589 

Residents  of  other  districts  who  died  in  the  Aberdare  area  . . 10 

Corrected  number  of  deaths  . 679 


Five  hundred  and  seventy  nine  deaths  occurred  among  local  residents 
giving  a death  rate  of  14.25  per  1,000 

Death  rate  for  England  and  Wales  for  1954  per  1,000  ..  11.3 

For  Wales  ..  ••  •• 

For  Glamorgan  (Administrative  County)  ••  12.26 

For  Urban  Districts  . . • • • • • • 12.36 

For  Rural  Districts  . . • ■ • • • • 11.99 
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INFANT  MORTALITY  AND  NEO  MORTALITY  1954 

Infant  Mortality  Neo  Natal  Mortality 


Source. 

Deaths 

under 

one 

year. 

Rate  per 
1,000 
Livo 
Births. 

Deaths 

under 

four 

weeks. 

Rate  per 
1.000 
Livo 
Births. 

England  and  Wales 

. . 

— 

25.5 

— 

17.7 

Glamorgan  County 

370 

32.11 

248 

21.52 

Urban  Districts  . . 

275 

32.40 

187 

22.03 

Rural  Districts 

• • 

95 

31.31 

61 

20.11 

ABERDARE 

15 

26.79 

12 

21.43 

Some  larger  Glamorgan  Districts 

: 

Barry 

18 

24.19 

10 

13.44 

Bridgend 

• • 

3 

12.24 

2 

8.16 

Caerphilly 

• • 

26 

35.57 

17 

23.26 

Maesteg 

19 

51.49 

13 

35.23 

Mountain  Ash 

10 

21.23 

5 

10.62 

Neath  Borough 

17 

36.48 

14 

30.04 

Neath  Rural 

16 

27.26 

13 

22.15 

Pontypridd 

22 

35.60 

17 

27.51 

Tort  Talbot 

19 

22.81 

16 

19.21 

Rhondda 

. . 

49 

31.63 

29 

18.72 

STILL  BIRTHS. 

Tho  numbor  of  still  births  registered  was  21  of  which  12  were  males  and 
9 fomalos.  The  still  birth  rate  per  1,000  registered  Live  and  Still  Births 
being  3G.I. 
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The  following  table  shows  the  Infantile  Mortality- 
Year.  Rates  per  1,000  Births,  since  1898. 

Deaths  under  One 

England 

Year  ABERDARE.  & Wales. 

Year  ABERDARE 

England 
& Wales 

1898 

227 

160 

1929 

98 

74 

1899 

241 

163 

1930 

68 

60 

1900 

164 

154 

1931 

86 

66 

1901 

234 

151 

1932 

57 

65 

1902 

169 

133 

1933 

78 

64 

1903 

174 

132 

1934 

79 

59 

1904 

239 

145 

1935 

67 

57 

1905 

199 

128 

1936 

68 

69 

1906 

209 

132 

1937 

73 

68 

1907 

134 

118 

1938 

51 

53 

1908 

212 

120 

1939 

50 

50 

1909 

127 

109 

1940 

80 

56 

1910 

151 

105 

1941 

61 

59 

1911 

187 

130 

1942 

66 

49 

1912 

114 

95 

1943 

44 

49 

1913 

172 

108 

1944 

36 

46 

1914 

99 

105 

1945 

46 

46 

1915 

140 

110 

1946 

46 

43 

1916 

102 

91 

1947 

62 

41 

1917 

91 

96 

1948 

41 

34 

1918 

123 

97 

1949 

51 

32 

1919 

89 

89 

1950  I.M. 

33.85 

29.8 

1920 

98 

80 

1950  N.N.M. 

20.07 

1921 

104 

83 

1951  I.M. 

54.28 

29.6 

1922 

110 

77 

1951  N.N.M. 

37.83 

18.8 

1923 

77 

69 

1952  I.M. 

36.78 

27.6 

1924 

84 

75 

1252  N.N.M. 

22.77 

18.9 

1925 

95 

75 

1953  I.M. 

30.80 

26.8 

1926 

88 

70 

1963  N.N.M. 

26.36 

17.7 

1927 

71 

69 

1954  I.M. 

26.79 

25.5 

1928 

91 

65 

1954  N.N.M. 

21.43 

17.7 

(I.M.  — Infant  Mortality.  No.  of  deaths  under  1 year. 

N.N.M.  — Neo  Natal  Mortality.  No.  of  deaths  under  4 weeks) 


TABLE  OF  INFANTILE  MORTALITY  DURING  THE  YEAR  1954 
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CAUSES  OF  DEATH. 


All  Causes 

Male. 
..  331 

Female. 

248 

Total 

679 

Tuberculosis — Respiratory 

7 

2 

9 

,,  Other  forms 

2 

3 

5 

Syphilitic  disease 

, , 

. 

Diphtheria 

, . 



_ 

Whooping  Cough 

. . 

. 

Meningococcal  Infections  . . 

. . 

■ 



Acute  Poliomyelitis 

. . 





Measles 





_ 

Other  Infective  and  parasitic  diseases 

. . 





Malignant  neoplasm,  stomach 

14 

10 

24 

„ „ Lung,  bronchus 

11 

— 

11 

„ breast 

— 

2 

2 

„ „ uterus 

. . 

4 

4 

Other  malignant  and  lymphatic  neoplasms 

..  20 

22 

42 

Leukaemia,  aleukaemia 

2 

2 

4 

Diabetes 

2 

2 

4 

Vascular  lesions  of  nervous  system  , . 

55 

52 

107 

Coronary  disease,  angina  . . 

. . 39 

18 

57 

Hypertension  with  heart  disease 

5 

5 

10 

Other  heart  disease 

. . 75 

C8 

143 

Other  circulatory  disease  . . 

3 

2 

5 

Influenza 

1 

2 

3 

Pneumonia 

9 

5 

14 

Bronchitis 

..  18 

12 

30 

Other  diseases  of  respiratory  system 

. . 21 

— 

21 

Ulcer  of  stomach  and  duodenum 

3 

1 

4 

Gastritis,  enteritis  and  diarrhoea 

. . 

— 

— 

Nephritis  and  nephrosis  . . 

5 

2 

7 

Hyperplasia  of  prostate  . . 

5 

— 

5 

Pregnancy,  childbirth,  abortion 

. . — 

— 

— 

Congenital  malformations.. 

3 

1 

4 

Other  defined  and  ill-defined  diseases 

16 

27 

43 

Motor  vehicle  accidents  . . 

5 

— 

5 

All  other  accidents 

8 

5 

13 

Suicide  . . . . 

2 

1 

3 

Homicide  and  operations  of  war 

. . — 

— 

— 

11 

DEATHS  FROM  CANCER. 


The  following  table  shows  the  number  of  deaths  from  cancer  in  the 
area  during  the  past  five  years. 


M. 

1954. 

F.  Ttl. 

1953. 

M.  F.  Ttl. 

1952. 

M.  F.  Ttl. 

1951. 

M.  F.  T’tl. 

M. 

1950. 

F.  T’tl. 

Stomach . . 

14 

10 

24 

9 10 

19 

14 

5 

19 

15  11 

20 

10 

8 

24 

Lung 

bronchus 

11 



11 

7 1 

8 

11 

1 

12 

8 1 

9 

3 

1 

4 

Breast 

. — 

2 

2 

— 12 

12 

— 

10 

10 

- 0 

0 

10 

10 

Uterus 

■ — 

4 

4 

— 6 

6 

4 

4 

— 4 

4 

__ 

8 

8 

Other 

. 20 

22 

42 

23  20 

43 

25 

14 

39 

30  18 

48 

23 

22 

45 

TOTALS 

. 45 

38 

83 

39  49 

88 

50 

34 

84 

53  40 

93 

42 

49 

91 

LIVE  BIRTHS. 


Legitimate 

Illegitimate 


Male 

Female 

Total 

298 

246 

544 

8 

8 

16 

300 

254 

560 

The  Birth  Rate  per  1,000  home  population  being 
1953  Birth  Rate  per  1,000  home  population  was" 

Ihe  Birth  Rate  for  England  and  Wales  being 
The  Birth  Rate  for  Glamorgan  (Administrative  County) 
Ihe  Birth  Rate  for  Urban  Districts  being 
The  Birth  Rate  for  the  Rural  Districts  being 


ILLEGITIMATE  BIRTHS. 

The  number  of  illegitimate  births  registered  was  10  of  which  8 were 
boys  and  8 were  girls  and  no  deaths  occurred  among  these  children. 
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BIRTH-RATES,  DEATH-RATES,  STILLBIRTHS,  INFANT 
MORTALITY,  NEO-NATAL  MORTALITY  AND  DEATHS  FROM 
CERTAIN  CAUSES  DURING  THE  YEAR  1954. 


County 

England  Boro’s 

and  & Great  Smaller  Glam- 
Aberdare  Wales  Towns  Towns  organ 

13.78  15.2  15.2  14.9  15.62 

(Rate  per  1,000  Home  Population) 

3«.l  23.4  25.3  24.0  30.07 

(Rates  per  1000  total  Live  and  Still  Births) 

26.79 
21.43 

Deaths  from  Certain  CAUSES 


25.5  15.2  26.6  32.12 

17.7  N.K.  N.K.  21.53 

(Rates  per  1,000  Live  Births) 


BIRTHS. 

Live  Births. 

Still  Births 

Deaths  under  1 year 
Deaths  under  4 weeks 


(Rate  per  1,000  home  population) 

Neoplasm,  Lung  bronchus 

. . 2.14 

Whooping  Cough 

0.00 

Diphtheria 

. ..  0.00 

Tuberculosis  (All  forms) 

. . 0.34 

Influenza 

. . 0.07 

Poliomyelitis  (Acute) 

. . 0.00 

Pneumonia 

0.34 

Coronary  disease  (Angina) 

. . 1 .402 

0.37 

0.43 

0.34 

1.92 

0.00 

0.00 

0.00 

0.005 

0.00 

0.00 

0.00 

0.00 

0.18 

0.20 

0.18 

0.28 

0.04 

0.03 

0.04 

0.06 

0.00 

0.00 

0.00 

0.00 

0.41 

0.45 

0.41 

0-35 

1.51 

1.52 

1.52 

1.44 

NOTIFIABLE  DISEASES. 

During  the  year  the  following  notifications  were  received  : — 


DISEASE. 

MALE 

FEMALE 

TOTAL 

Scarlet  Fever 

6 

10 

16 

Whooping  Cough 

2 

2 

Measles 

1 

8 

9 

Para  Typhoid 

1 

1 

Diphtheria 

1 

3 * 

4 

Pneumonia 

13 

13 

26 

Dysentery 

2 

1 

3 

Erysipelas 

2 

2 

Meningococcal  Infection 

4 

2 

6 

Food  Poisoning 

9 

2 

11 

Puerperal  Pyrexia 

. . — 

15 

15 

Ophthalmia  Neonatorum 

1 

— 

1 

Of  the  above  the  following  cases 

wero  withdrawn 

: — 

Diphtheria 

1 

1 

2 

Meningococcal  Infection  . . 

1 

— 

1 

IS 


The  following  table  shows  the  incidence  of  notifications  of  confirmed 
infectious  diseases  during  the  past  six  years  : — 


NUMBER 

OF  CASES 

NOTIFIED. 

DISEASE. 

1954 

1953 

1952 

1951 

1950 

1949 

Diphtheria 

2 

4 

4 

7 

2 

1 

Scarlet  Fever  . . . . 

16 

7 

81 

104 

90 

173 

Whooping  Cough 

2 

44 

88 

147 

23 

151 

Measles 

9 

340 

230 

481 

128 

456 

Paratyphoid 

1 

— 

11 

— 

1 

— 

Dysentery 

3 

8 

1 

7 

2 

15 

Food  Poisoning 

11 

3 

2 

2 

16 

2 

Meningococcal  Infection 

5 

3 

5 

3 

8 

4 

Erysipelas 

2 

3 

6 

9 

4 

11 

Puerperal  Pyrexia 

15 

7 

1 

2 

2 

5 

Ophthalmia  Neonatorum 

1 

— 

— 

2 

— 

2 

Pneumonia 

26 

43 

41 

98 

32 

33 

Poliomyelitis-Paralytic 

— 

1 

7 

— 

1 

— 

Encephalitis  Lethargica  (Infective) 



_ 

1 

1 

14 

PREVENTION  AND  CONTROL  OF  INFECTIOUS 
AND  OTHER  DISEASES. 

DIPHTHERIA  NOTIFICATIONS 

During  1954,  two  cases  of  diphtheria  were  notified  in  my  area,  the  both 
were  isolated  cases  and  the  details  of  which  are  as  follows 

CASE  1.  Married  woman  age  50  years  and  not  immunised. 

Family  consisted  of  husband  and  two  children. 

Husband’s  occupation  - Patent  Fuel  employee. 

Patient  admitted  to  Mardy  Isolation  Hospital. 

Swab  taken  at  hospital  - Negative. 

Medical  Superintendent’s  observation  - Clinical  Diphtheria. 

CASE  2.  Married  woman  age  37  years  and  not  immunised. 

Family  consisted  of  husband  and  one  child. 

Husband’s  occupation  - Fitter  with  McAlpine  (Contractor). 
Admitted  to  Mardy  Isolation  Hospital. 

Swab  taken  at  Hospital  - Negative. 

Medical  Superintendent’s  observation  - Typical  Clinical  Diphtheria 


ANNUAL  REPORT  OF  FOOD  POISONING  NOTIFICATION 

(CORRECTED) 

Food  Poisoning  Notifications  (corrected)  returned  to  Registrar  General  - 11 

OUTBREAKS 

Total  outbreaks 
Total  cases  due  to 
Outbreak  due  to 

SINGLE  CASES 

Total  number  of  known  cases  . . . . . . . . 1 

Case  due  to. . Salmonella  Typhi  Murium. 


..  1 

Outbreaks  . . . . . . . . 10 

. . Staphylococcus  (Aureus) 


IS 

ADMISSIONS  TO  HARDY  ISOLATION  HOSPITAL, 
MERTHYR  TYDFIL,  DURING  1954. 

Disease  No.  of  Cases 


Diphtheria  (Confirmed  and  unconfirmed)  . . . . . . . . 7 

Meningococcal  Infection  (Confirmed  and  unconfirmed)  ..  ..  11 

Poliomyelitis  (Confirmed  and  unconfirmed)  . . . . . . . . 1 

Enteritis  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . , . . . 2 

Mumps  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1 

Ophthalmia  Neonotrum  . . . . . . . . . . , 1 

Dysentery  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . , , 4 

Impetigo  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . _ _ 2 

Infantile  Diarrhoea  . . . . . . . . . . . . # . 1 

Under  Observation  . . . . . . . . , , . . # t 2 

Food  Poisoning  . . . . . . . . . , , . . , . . j 

Total  33 


Number  of  patients  admitted 

Aggregate  number  of  days  spent  by  patients  in  hospital  . . 
Average  number  of  days  per  patient 


38 

1233 

37.3 


TUBERCULOSIS 

The  number  of  new  cases  notified  in  1954  was 

Pulmonary  Tuberculosis  

Non  Pulmonary  Tuberculosis  . . . . 

fotal  notified  during  the  year  . . 

Cases  of  Tuberculosis  admitted  to  Sanitaria  in  1954 
Cases  of  Tuberculosis  discharged  from  Sanitoria  in  1954 


PUBLIC  HEALTH  ACT,  1936.  (Section  72). 

No  action  was  taken  under  this  section,  which  empowers  the  Council 
to  apply  tor  an  Order  for  the  removal  to  Hospital  of  infectious  persons 
suffering  from  Pulmonary  Tuberculosis. 
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The  following  table  gives  the  age 
as  suffering  from  Tuberculosis  a 
disease  : 


NEW  CASES  NOTIFIED. 


Age 

Periods. 

Respir- 

atory. 

Mening- 

itis. 

M. 

F. 

M.  F. 

0 to  5 

2 



— 1 

5 to  14 

2 

3 

— 1 

15  to  24 

7 

10 

25  to  44 

21 

12 



45  to  64 

12 

1 

— 1 

65  and  over.  . 

2 

1 

Age  unknown 

1 

— 

— — 

TOTALS  . 

47 

27 

— 3 

and  sex  distribution  of  persons  notified 
nd  of  those  who  have  died  from  the 

DEATHS. 

Respir-  Menin- 

Other.  atory.  gitis.  Other 

M.  F.  M.  F.  M.  F.  M.  F. 


4 3 6 3 1 2 1 1 


The  following  table  shows  the  incidence  of  Tuberculosis  in  the  district 

for  the  past  20  years. 


Year 

1936 

1936 

1937 

1938 

1939 

1940 

1941 

1942 

1943 

1944 
1946 

1946 

1947 

1948 

1949 

1960 

1961 

1962 
1953 
1964 


CASES  NOTIFIED. 


Respiratory. 

Other  Forms. 

42 

20 

31 

10 

49 

21 

63 

16 

50 

12 

68 

15 

73 

15 

60 

17 

79 

22 

86 

14 

63 

14 

64 

13 

62 

8 

57 

9 

50 

12 

51 

12 

51 

17 

44 

2 

104 

8 

74 

10 

DEATHS  NOTIFIED. 
Respiratory  Other  Forms. 


30 

11 

31 

8 

29 

7 

26 

11 

31 

4 

30 

4 

30 

4 

20 

6 

26 

4 

30 

5 

17 

1 

24 

2 

23 

4 

17 

1 

24 

4 

22 

2 

27 

6 

11 

1 

13 

1 

9 

5 
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WATER  SUPPLY. 

The  water  supply  of  the  Urban  Distriot  Council  iR  derived  from  seven 
sources.  In  six  of  these  the  water  is  treated,  i.e.  filtered  and  chlorinated, 
but  is  untreated  in  the  remaining  source.  In  general  the  raw  water  from 
all  sources  is  of  an  upland  surface  type  and  soft  in  character. 


CAPACITY 

RESERVOIR.  IN  GALLONS. 

NANTHIR  40,000,000 

(Situated  on  the  mountainside 
above  Llwydcoed). 


NANTYMOEL  67,000,000 

(Situated  on  the  mountainside 
above  Llwydcoed) 


BWLLFA  (Graig  Storage  Ponds).  7,000,000 
(Situated  in  the  Bwllfu, 

Cwmdare  Village). 


• NANTAMANFACH. 

(Situated  in  the  hollow  of  the 
Hafod  Wen  mountain,  Cwmaman.) 


100,000 


PWLLFA. 

(Situated  at  Ffyrnant  in  the 
hollow  of  the  Ffaldau  and 
Coedcae  mountains,  Cwmaman.) 


300,000 


TAP  FECHAN  WATER  BOARD. 

Upper  Neuadd  340,000,000 

Lower  Neuadd  74,000,000 


Taf  Fechan 


3,400,000,000 


AREA  SUPPLIED. 

Llwydcoed,  Ysguborwen, 
Abernant,  Graig  Place, 
Maesyffynon,  Godreaman 
(West  of  Jubilee  Road), 
Forge  View  area,  North 
View  Terrace,  Cwmbach 
and  lower  part  ef 
Blaennantygroes. 


Hoovers,  Cables,  Trecy- 
non  (Trefelin  to  Park 
Schools),  Robertstown, 
Aberaman  (Full  Moon  to 
Aberaman  Colliery), 
Godreaman  (East  of 
Jubilee  Rd.),  Abercwmboi 


Foundrytown,  Davies- 
town,  Town  Centre, 
Maesydre,  Gadlys  (to 
Park  Grove),  Plasdraw 
area,  Sunnybank  Street 


Main  Supply  of  Cwmaman 
(to  Woodland  Terrace). 


Lower  Part  of  Cwmaman 
and  Upper  Part  of 
Godreaman  to  top  of 
J ubilee  Road. 


Croes  Bychan,  Hirwaun. 
Penywaun,  Hirwaun 
Road,  Cwmdare. 
Trecynon  (Cemetery — 

Park  Lane,  Llewellyn  St.) 


BLAENNANTYGROES  TANK 

(Untreated  Water  Supply) 


4,000 


Blaennantygroes  Road 
(Top  Half) 
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There  are  three  swimming  baths  and  one  paddling  pool  situated  in  the  district,  vi: 
Swimming  bath  and  paddling  pool  at  Aberdare  Public  Park. 

Swimming  bath  at  the  Rock  Grounds,  Aberdare,  and 
Swimming  bath  at  Michael’s  Field,  Recreation  Ground,  Aberaman. 
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RIVER  POLLUTION. 


A further  improvement  in  the  condition  of  the  River  Cynon  in  the 
lower  reaches  of  the  Valley  has  resulted  from  the  cleaning  up  of  a 
tributary  the  River  Aman,  due  to  the  installation  in  the  Aberaman 
Colliery  of  new  dust  arresting  equipment  which  obviates  the  necessity 
tor  the  discharge  into  the  River  Aman  of  grey  slurry. 


The  settling  ponds  at  the  National  Coal  Board’s  power  station  at 
Abercwmboi  mentioned  in  last  year’s  report  as  being  under  construction 
are  now  nearmg  completion,  and  it  is  hoped,  will  be  in  operation  in  the 
early  months  of  1965.  A particularly  obnoxious  effluent  from  the 
Phurnacite  Plant  continues  to  pollute  the  River  but  this  problem  is 
dealt  with  under  the  next  heading. 


ATMOSPHERIC  POLLUTION. 

The  year  under  review  has  been  marked  by  a considerable  quickening 
of  interest  in  the  problems  of  atmospheric  pollution  in  the  Urban  District. 

This  is  probably  partly  due  to  the  general  increase  of  interest  in  the 
problem,  which  has  perhaps  in  the  past  been  taken  too  much  for  granted 
as  a necessary  corollary  to  life  in  an  industrial  area,  but  more  particularly 
to  the  increased  incidence  of  certain  purely  local  problems. 

The  increase  of  general  interest  was  evidenced  by  the  preliminary 
steps  taken  to  constitute  a separate  South  Wales  and  Monmouthshire 
Division  of  the  National  Smoke  Abatement.  Society,  while  the  local 
problems  referred  to  were  : — 

(i)  Flue  Dust  from  the  Stack  at  Aberaman  Colliery  ; 

(ii)  Coal  Dust  from  Coal  Drier  at  Middle  Duffryn  Power 
Station  ; and 

(iii)  Dust  and  Fumes  from  the  Phurnacite  Plant,  Abercwmboi. 

• All  three  installations  are  under  the  control  of  the  National  Coal 
Board  at  one  level  or  another,  and  unremitting  pressure  by  the  general 
public,  as  much  as  by  the  Council’s  Officers,  has  led  to  the  devotion  of 
a good  deal  of  attention  to  the  problems  arising  from  each,  by  the 
Board’s  Officers. 

The  efforts  made  throughout  the  year  and  continuing  to  be  made 
to  produce  a solution  had  not,  even  at  the  time  of  writing  the  present 
report,  reached  fulfilment  but  the  position  does,  however,  now  seem  more 
hopeful  on  all  fronts.  It  has,  in  the  circumstances,  been  thought 
inopportune  to  offer  any  general  comments  or  conclusions,  at  this  stage, 
upon  the  work  now  being  or  about  to  be  undertaken. 

from  the  point  of  view  of  an  ultimate  solution,  the  Phurnacite 
Plant  undoubtedly  presents  and  will  continue  to  present  much  the 
greatest  difficulty.  As  a matter  of  record,  which  may  in  the  future  be 
of  more  than  local  interest  therefore,  a short  factual  statement  of  the 
extent  thereof,  and  of  the  action  taken  from  1949  to  the  31st  December, 
1964  only,  is  set  out  without  separate  comment  under  the  next  heading. 
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Although  outside  the  scope  of  the  present  topic,  for  the  sake  of 
completeness,  reference  is  also  made  in  the  sub-joined  statement  to  thoee 
aspeots  of  river  pollution  arising  from  the  operation  of  this  Plant. 


PHURNACITE  PLANT,  ABERCWMBOI. 

The  Phurnacite  Plant  at  Abercwmboi  which  is  said  to  be  unique  in 
this  country,  is  designed  to  produce  an  artificial  anthracite  fuel,  the 
process  of  production  being  roughly  divided  into  two  stages  : — 

(i)  the  manufacture  of  raw  ovoids  from  a mixture  of  finely 

divided  coal  and  pitch ; and 

(ii)  the  subjection  ol  the  ovoids  to  a process  of  carbonisation  in 

batteries  of  retorts. 


The  former  process  involves  the  drying  of  the  coal,  and  this  has 
consistently  led  to  the  emission  to  the  atmosphere  of  a very  heavy 
discharge  of  coal  dust. 

The  latter  process  involves  the  charging  of  the  hot  retorts  with  raw 
ovoids  prior  to  their  being  carbonised  and  in  course  of  this  dense  clouds 
of  greenish  yellow  fumes  are  liberated  from  the  retorts,  which  often 
drift  considerable  distances  before  being  dissipated. 

These  two  occurrences  constitute  very  real  nuisances,  using  the  word 
throughout  in  its  wider  sense,  and  the  Council  have  made  unremitting 
efforts  since  1948  to  secure  their  abatement. 


In  the  case  of  the  former  nuisance,  this  led  to  the  service  on  the 
11th  April,  1949,  of  a Notice  under  Section  93  of  the  Public  Health  Act, 
1936.  Following  this,  the  National  Coni  Board  added  to  the  mechanical 
cyclones  at  the  Plant  and  these  were  then  claimed  by  them  to  be  97% 
efficient  They  were  not,  unhappily,  effective  in  preventing  the  emission 
of  coal  dust  to  the  atmosphere  but  did,  in  the  view  of  the  Council’* 
no  V/18u- at  tl,me’  otfer  R defence  to  any  proceedings  under  Section 
r i ln  th,afc  th0y  cou]d  n<>t  show  that  any  better  “practical  means’’ 

ot  dealing  with  the  nuisance  existed. 


0a8®  °f  latter  nuisance,  the  Board  have  always  maintained 
that  the  emission  of  fumes  could  only  be  prevented,  were  it  possible  to 
adopt  a sealed  chamber  method  of  charging  the  retorts;  and  that  this 
was  quite  impossible  due  to  the  very  grave  risk  of  explosion.  The  Board 
undertook,  however,  so  to  operate  the  Plant  as  to  reduce  this  discharge 
to  the  minimum  possible.  B 

Although  their  interests  could  be  regarded  as  being  to  some  extent 

current^  °th  f the  Glamo,'gan  Rivers  Board,  the  Council  oon- 

currenUy  with  the  above  issues,  pressed  upon  the  Coal  Board  the  need 
to  eliminate  the  discharge  of  effluent  into  the  River  Cynon. 

nerJ«lnTained. the  p0sition  until-  in  1963,  the  Board  sought  planning 
permission  for  certain  extensions  to  the  Plant.  * F * 
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The  Council  then  engaged  the  services  of  an  eminent  Consulting 
Fuel  Technologist  who  attended  a series  of  meetings  between  represent- 
atives of  the  Council  and  the  Board’s  Divisional  Carbonisation  Manager 
and  the  Plant  Manager. 

In  these  discussions  assurances  were  given  that  on  the  completion  of 
the  new  extension  : — 

(i)  there  wonld  be  no  effluent  discharged  into  the  river  from 
either  the  new  or  the  old  Plant ; 

(ii)  that  electrostatic  precipitators  would  be  installed  in  the  new 
Plant  which  it  was  believed  would  satisfactorily  deal  with 
the  emission  of  dust  from  the  additional  coal  driers ; 

(iii)  that  subject  to  satisfactory  results  from  proposal  (ii)  above, 
similar  apparatus  would  be  installed  in  the  existing  Plant. 

Accepting  these  assurances,  the  Council  believed  that  save  for  the 
intermittent  discharge  of  green  fumes  to  the  atmosphere,  for  which  no 
one  could  suggest  any  complete  answer,  as  satisfactory  a solution  as 
possible  to  the  difficulties  which  manifestly  existed,  had  been  secured. 

Planning  permission  was  accordingly  given  for  the  proposed  extensions, 
subject  to  a condition  that  the  Plant  should  be  designed  and  operated 
in  such  a manner  as  to  control  the  emission  of  fumes  and  effluent  from 
the  Plant,  to  the  satisfaction  of  the  Local  Planning  Authority. 

What  was  not  perhaps  fully  appreciated  at  that  time  was  the  lapse 
of  time  which  was  to  occur  before  any  action  was  likely  under  course 
(iii)  above. 

In  August,  1954,  the  Clerk  of  the  Council  accordingly  wrote  to  Mr. 
D.  M.  Rees,  the  Divisional  Chairman  of  the  Board,  representing  that 
while  strictly  economic  considerations  might  require  them  to  delay  the 
installation  of  electrostatic  precipitators  in  the  old  Plant  until  their 
efficacy  in  the  new  Plant  had  been  fully  tested,  the  interests  of  the 
residents  in  the  lower  end  of  the  Aberdare  Valley  clearly  indicated  that 
they  should  be  installed  immediately. 

The  Chairman  evinced  from  the  outset  a genuine  concern  regarding 
the  problem,  and  it  is  thought  to  be  largely  as  a result  of  his  personal 
intervention  that  authorisation  was  given  before  the  end  of  the  year  for : 

(i)  the  purchase,  for  installation  in  the  old  Plant,  of  electrostatic 
precipitators,  which  it  is  hoped  will  produce  a solution  to 
the  dust  nuisance ; and 

(ii)  the  construction  of  breeze  ponds  and  an  ammonia  recovery 
plant  to  deal  with  the  effluent  in  a closed  circuit  without 
discharge  into  the  river. 

Unfortunately  neither  the  technical  resources  of  the  Board  nor  those 
available  to  the  Council  have  been  able  to  suggest  any  greater  remedy 
for  the  fume  nuisance,  but  with  the  rapid  advance  of  scientific  development 
hope  has  by  no  means  been  abandoned. 
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CINEMAS. 


Ia  November  of  1954,  a comprehensive  inspection  of  all  Cinemas  in 
the  district  was  undertaken  by  the  Sanitary  Inspectors  and  a report  of 
the  inspections  was  submitted  to  the  Health  Committee. 

On  the  whole,  the  sanitary  conveniences  were  kept  in  a reasonably 
satisfactory  condition.  In  two  cases  recommendations  were  submitted 
by  the  Sanitary  Inspectors  concerned  and  the  Cinema  Managements 
immediately  implemented  the  recommendations. 


LICENSED  PREMISES  - HYGIENE. 

In  May,  1954,  the  Public  Health  Department  conducted  a survey 
into  the  hygienic  standards  maintained  in  licensed  premises  in  the  district, 
particular  regard  being  paid  to  the  presence  or  absence  of  a sufficient' 
supply  of  hot  and  cold  water  in  the  bars. 

Out  of  78  premises  inspected  it  was  found  that  89  had  a sufficient 
supply  of  hot  water  in  the  bar  and  that  in  9 premises  a cold  water  supply 
only  existed. 

The  Managements  of  the  unsatisfactory  premises  were  requested  to 
provide  hot  and  cold  water  in  the  bars  and  I am  pleased  to  report  that 
by  the  end  of  the  year  only  two  premises  had  not  complied  with  this 
request.  Major  repairs  were  being  carried  out  at  these  premises  and  an 
assurance  was  received  from  the  Managements  concerned  that  this 
Department’s  request  would  be  complied  with  immediately  the  renairs 
had  been  completed.  3 V 

I have  to  state  that  the  greatest  possible  liaison  exists  between  the 
Licensing  Justices,  the  Superintendent  of  Police  and  the  Public  Health 
Department  with  regard  to  the  hygiene  and  the  inspecting  of  Licensed 
Premises  in  the  district. 


PUBLIC  CLEANSING. 


As  outlined  in  my  previous  reports,  this  work  is  carried  out  by  the 
Council  s own  staff  under  the  direction  of  the  Engineer. 

Refuse  collection  and  disposal  has  further  expanded  in  the  area  due 
to  housing  development  at  the  new  Cwmbach  and  Ty  Fry  housing  sites 
Increased  efficiency  is  being  obtained  by  the  collecting  of  refuse  in 
up-to-date  mechanical  vehicles. 


The  official  tipping  sites  of  the  area  during  the  year  were  situated  at- 
Gasworks  site,  Aberaman. 

Ynys  site,  Aberdare. 

Shop  houses  site,  Llwydcoed,  and 
The  Common,  Hirwaun. 

Efforts  are  being  made  to  improve  tipping  methods  at  these  sites. 

The  Sanitary  Inspectors  investigated  several  complaints  relating  to 
the  indiscriminate  dumping  of  refuse  in  back  lanes  and  water-courses 
and  the  creating  of  “unofficial  tips”  on  waste  ground. 
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RODENT  CONTROL. 

PREVENTION  OF  DAMAGE  BY  PESTS  ACT,  1949. 

During  the  year,  work  on  the  destruction  of  rats  and  mice  was 
continued  under  N.S.21  Scheme  of  the  Ministry  of  Agriculture  and 
Fisheries  (Infestation  Division),  and  three  operators  were  employed  full 
time  by  the  Council. 

The  operators  also  carried  out  two  maintenance  treatments  of  the 
sewers  in  the  area  during  the  year. 

Particulars  of  the  other  treatments  carried  out  during  the  year  will 
be  found  below  : — 

Number  of  treatments: 

Dwellinghouses  . . . . . . 474 

Local  Authority  premises  . . . . 4 

Business  Premises  (the  total  cost  of  which 

is  fully  recoverable)  . . . , 78 


Total  . . 658 


Particulars  of  treatment*  using  Warfarin  : — 


RAT 

BAITS. 

MICE 

BAITS. 

Total  Bait 

Total  Bait 

Bait 

Bait 

laid. 

taken. 

laid. 

taken. 

11,928  ozs. 

6,682  ozs. 

5,416  ozs. 

2,666  ozs. 

Particulars  of  treatments  using  other  Poison : — 


RAT  BAITS.  MICE  BAITS. 


Total  No. 

Number 

Number  of 

Number 

Number 

Total  No. 

of 

of 

complete 

of 

of 

of 

Pre- baits 

Poison 

and  Good 

Small 

No 

Mice  Baits 

laid. 

baits  laid. 

Takes. 

Takes. 

Takes. 

Laid. 

1,092 

268 

128 

58 

84 

19 

It  will  be  observed  from  these  figures  that  Warfarin  Poison  is  now 
primarily  used  in  all  surface  treatments.  This  is  all  to  the  good  in 
view  of  the  fact  that  Warfarin  is  the  safest  of  known  poisons  used  in 
the  destruction  of  rats  and  mice. 
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SEWER  TREATMENTS. 

The  first  treatment  was  carried  out  with  Sausage  Rusk  and  Zinc 
Phosphide  2^%  and  the  second  with  Bread  Mash  and  Arsenic  10%. 

Some  brief  particulars  of  the  treatments  are  given  below : — 


FIRST  TREATMENT. 


Number 

of 

Manholes. 

Number  of 
Number  Complete  and 
Baited.  Good  Takes. 

No.  of 

Small 

Takes. 

No.  of 
No 

Takes. 

No.  of 
Manholes 
Flooded. 

Estimated 
No.  of  rats 
destroyed. 

622 

587 

148 

283 

283 

36 

3,000 

SECOND 

TREATMENT. 

622 

583 

166 

160 

267 

39 

4,303 

SLAUGHTER  OF  ANIMALS  ACT,  1923. 

Sixteen  licences  were  issued  to  butchers  authorising  them  to  slaughter 
animals  under  the  above  Act. 

SLAUGHTERHOUSE. 

The  Slaughterhouse  is  under  the  management  of  the  Ministry  of  Food 
and  serves  the  Aberdare  and  Mountain  Ash  Areas.  The  number  of 
animals  slaughtered  during  the  year  was  28,392.  All  the  carcases  were 
examined  and  details  of  the  inspections  made  are  indicated  below. 

CARCASES  INSPECTED  AND  CONDEMNED. 

Cattle  Sheep 

excluding  and 

Cows.  Cows.  Calves.  Lambs.  Pigs. 

Number  killed 
Number  inspected 
All  diseases 

EXCEPT  TUBERCULOSIS: 

Whole  carcases  condemned 
Carcases  of  which  some  part  or  organ 
was  destroyed 

Percentages  of  the  numbers  inspected 
affected  with  disease  other  than 
Tuberculosis 

TUBERCULOSIS  ONLY: 

Whole  carcases  condemned 
Carcases  of  which  some  part  or  organ 
was  condemned 

Percentages  of  the  numbers  inspected 
affected  with  Tuberculosis 


1,376  836  701  21,464  4,005 

1,376  836  701  21,464  4,006 


— 2 


1 


13 


1 


270  308  12  2,007  151 


19.6  37.0  1.8 


9.4  3.7 


4 14  1 

89  123  — 

6.0  16.3  0.1 


— 5 

— 140 

— 3.6 
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UNSOUND  FOOD. 


Food  of  the  above  description  condemned  as  unfit  for  human 
consumption  amounted  to  19  tons,  9 owts.  and  23  lbs. 

The  amount  condemned  at  the  Slaughterhouse  was  30,729  lbs.,  which 
consisted  of : — 


Beef 

11,201  lbs. 

Beef  Offal  ... 

8,861  lbs. 

Veal 

141  lbs. 

Veal  Offal 

48  lbs. 

Mutton 

603  lbs. 

Mutton  Offal 

0,732  lbs. 

Pork 

2,130  lbs. 

Pork  Offal 

963  lbs. 

30,729  lbs. 

Miscellaneous  articles  of  food  con- 

demned  in  stores,  shops,  etc. 

12,862  lbs. 

43,691  lbs. 

CONDEMNED  FOOD. 

Condemned  and  diseased  carcase  meat  and  other  inedible  offals  were 
disposed  of  to  bona  fide  dealers  in  this  kind  of  material  where  it  is 
properly  processed  for  various  purposes.  Other  condemned  foodstuff 
which  could  not  be  returned  to  the  suppliers  or  used  for  processing 
purposes  was  disposed  of  with  proper  precautions  in  the  Local  Authority's 
refuse  tips.  The  tips  are  under  regular  inspection  by  the  Sanitary 
Inspectors. 


BACTERIOLOGICAL  AND  CHEMICAL  EXAMINATION  OF  FOOD. 

The  Public  Analyst  of  the  Cardiff  and  County  Public  Health 
Laboratory,  The  Parade,  Cardiff,  undertakes  bacteriological  and  chemical 
examinations  for  the  Local  Authority. 


FOOD  AND  DRUGS  AUTHORITY. 

The  Council  is  the  Food  and  Drugs  Authority  for  the  district,  and 
during  the  year,  the  number  of  samples  taken  and  submitted  to  the 
Public  Analyst,  approximated  to  one  sample  per  148  members  of  the 
population. 


FOOD  AND  DRUGS  ACT,  1938. 


Tho  number  of  samples  taken  during  the  year  for  qualitative 
was  274,  comprising  209  milks  and  65  other  foods. 


analysis 


Of  the  274  samples  examined,  4 were  found  to  be  adulterated  or 
otherwise  unsatisfactory,  being  1.4  per  cent,  of  the  whole. 

The  reports  on  the  adulterated  samples  and  the  result  of  the  action 
taken  are  indicated  below : — 


Number 

Formal 

Nature  of 

of 

or 

adulteration  or 

Sample. 

Commodity.  Informal. 

irregularity. 

Action  taken. 

A. 138. 

Milk.  Formal. 

Deficient  in  fat 
6 per  cent. 

Producer  Retailer 
warned. 

21. A. 

Milk.  Informal. 

Deficient  in  fat 
7 per  cent. 

Retailer  warned. 

125.  A. 

Ice  cream.  Informal. 

Deficient  in  fat 
17  per  cent. 

Case  heard  at  the 
Aberdare  Court  of 

A. 127. 

Ice  cream.  Formal. 

Deficient  in  fat 
17  per  cent. 

Summary  Jurisdic- 
tion 7.7.54. 
Offender  fined  £fi 

plus  .Advocate’s  & 
Analyst’s  Fees. 


MILK  (SPECIAL  DESIGNATION) 

(PASTEURISED  AND  STERILIZED  MILK)  REGULATIONS,  1948, 
Nurabsr  of  Licences  iesued  to  Pasteuriring  Plants 

'N'™.  pissed”'  LiC“C“  a,lU“ri™e  »»  of  Special  De.igna.ion 

.22 


MILK  (SPECIAL  DESIGNATION) 
(RAW  MILK)  REGULATIONS,  1949. 


Designation  “TubercS  Trsted’^Milk"81^  the  US6  °f  the  Spei 
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REPORT  on  bacteriological  examination  of  milk. 

bacteriological  e?aP^tLnn7i7l“„^03  tote"  f°r 
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MILK  AND  DAIRIES  REGULATIONS,  1949. 

Number  of  Dairies  registered  previously  . 9 

Number  of  Dairies  registered  during  1954  . . . . . . Nil 

0 


EXAMINATION  OF  MILK  FOR  TUBERCLE  BACILLI. 

Twenty  four  samples  of  milk  were  taken  in  the  district  for  examination 
for  tubercle  bacilli,  and  all  were  found  to  be  satisfactory. 


ICE  CREAM. 

All  the  shops  and  premises  where  ioe  cream  is  sold  and  prepared  for 
sale  were  inspected  by  the  Sanitary  Inspectors  during  the  year.  Vehicles 
used  for  the  sale  of  ice  cream  were  also  inspected  and  kept  under 
observation. 

The  Ice  Cream  (Heat  Treatment)  Regulations,  came  into  force  on 
the  1st  May,  1947.  These  regulations  prescribe  the  method  by  which 
ice  oream  is  manufactured. 

The  occupiers  of  all  registered  premises  within  the  district  are  aware 
of  the  requirements  of  these  regulations  and  I am  pleased  to  report  that 
any  suggestions  made  have  readily  been  complied  with. 

During  the  year  it  has  been  noticed  that  there  appears  to  be  a 
tendency  towards  the  increased  sale  of  pre-packed  ice  cream  in  the  area. 

During  the  year  six  new  applications  were  received  for  the  registration 
of  premises  for  the  purpose  of  the  sale  of  ice  cream  and  all  were  granted. 

Seventeen  samples  of  ice  cream  were  taken  during  the  year  for 
qualitative  examination. 

FOOD  AND  DRUGS  ACT,  - SECTION  14. 

Number  of  premises  registered  for  manufacture  of  ice  cream  prior 

to  1954  . . • • • • • • • .17 

Number  of  premises  registered  for  manufacture  of  ice  cream  during 

1954  . . • • • • • • • • ' ' _ 

17 

Number  of  promises  registered  for  the  sale  of  ice  cream  prior  to  1954  87 
Number  of  premises  registered  for  the  sale  of  ice  cream  during  1964  ^6 

93 


29 

FOOD  HYGIENE. 

The  Sanitary  Inspectors  continued  in  their  work  of  Education  in 
ood  Hygiene,  together  with  the  inspection  and  supervision  of  premises 
involved  with  the  handling,  preparation  and  storage  of  food. 

0r™iDUnng  ^ y6a.r’  the  Sanitary  Inspectors  gave  advice  to  food-trade 
£°tvers  fand  employees.  As  Medical  Officer  of  Health  I gave  several 
talks  to  interested  organisations.  ® 

Summary  of  Food  Premises  in  the  area. 


Grocers 

General  Provisions.. 

Greengrocers 

Cake  and  Confectioners 

Public  Restaurants. . 

Butchers 

. . 90 

. . 98 

. . 31 

} 62 

..  41 

Total 

. ■ 322 

Type  of  Shop. 

Lock-Up  Shops 
Parlour  Shops 
Other  Shops 

..  136 
. . 62 
..  124 

Total 

. . 322 

New  Shops  opened  during  the  year 
Shops  closed  during  the  year 

7 

..  12 

Number  of  inspections  of  registered  food  premises 

carried  out  durmg  1954  607 

of  '°fr,Trvh8' ,h' b„,h 

whole  satisfactory  and  all  the  larver  I6  sh°ps  Wlthin  the  area  is  on  the 
facilities  for  .be 

CENTRAL  COUNCIL  FOR  HEALTH  EDUCATION 

% Health 

and  utilised.  eerMces  of  this  organisation  are  made  available 


medical  examination  of  council  employees 

rss  zrztiz  b„r  rdi°^ 

were  for  the  purpo*.,  of  the  c ''1,  Ti  f'or,,y  f°cr  examioetione 

applications  for  Breakdown  Pensions  , SuPerannuat,cn  Scheme  and 
of  the  Council’s  WateT^rL  Em^oyees  8,Xtee“  routine  laminations 
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NATIONAL  ASSISTANCE  ACT,  1948  and  1951. 


(a)  Care  of  the  Aged. 

I hwe  fca  report  that  similar  to  past  years,  the  Department  continued 
to  eo-operate  with  Family  Doctors,  Hospital  Medical  Officers,  and 
the  staff  of  the  Divisional  Health  Office,  the  Assistance  Board  and 
the  Aberdare  Old  Peoples  Welfare  Committee,  which  is  a voluntary 
organisation,  in  furthering  the  welfare  in  general  of  elderly  people 
in  the  area.  The  work  done  by  the  Aberdare  Old  Peoples  Welfare 
Committee  deserves  special  mention  in  this  connection. 

(b)  Removal  to  Suitable  Premises.  (Section  47). 

During  the  year  the  Council  took  action  in  one  instance  under  this 
Section.  The  case  concerned  was  a female. 

Order  obtained  on  the  10th  November,  1954. 

Removed  to  Graig  Hospital,  Pontypridd. 

Several  cases  were  found  to  be  in  need  of  care  and  attention  and 
were  persuaded  to  enter  institutions  voluntarily. 

(c)  Burial  of  the  Dead.  (Section  50). 

Under  the  provisions  of  the  Act,  during  the  year,  the  cost  of  burying 
three  persons  was  accepted  by  the  Local  Authority. 


GENERAL  HEALTH  AND  WELFARE  SERVICES 
OF  THE  DISTRICT. 

1.  Services  provided  by  the  Glamorgan  County  Council:— 

(a)  Maternity  and  Child  Welfare,  Midwifery,  Home  Nursing,  Home  Help, 
. Distribution  of  Welfare  Foods,  Issuing  of  Sick  Room  Requisites, 

School  Medical  and  Health  Visiting. 

These  services  are  administered  by  the  Divisional  Medical  Officer. 

Headquarters : — Divisional  Health  Office,  New  Clinic  Building, 

Rock  Grounds,  Aberdare. 

Tel.  No.  Aberdare  441. 

(b)  Mental  Health  Service: — 

'The  duly  authorised  officer  for  this  area  is:— 

Mr.  Stanley  Williams,  Amroath,  Clive  Terrace,  Ynysybwl,  Glam. 

Tel.  No.  Ynysybwl  26. 

(c)  Ambulance  Service: — 

The  Ambulance  Station  for  this  area  is  situated  at: — 

Hawthorn,  Rhydyfelin,  Pontypridd,  Glam. 

Tel.  No.  Pontypridd  2622. 
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(d)  Welfare  Service  : — 

Officers  of  the  Welfare  Service  are  available  to  offer  advice  and 
assistance  to  those  in  need  of  hostel  accommodation,  the  blind  and 
the  handicapped. 

The  local  office  for  this  area  is  at : — 

Area  Office,  Llewellyn  Street,  Trecynon,  Aberdare,  Glam. 

Tel.  No.  Aberdare  318. 


(e)  Children’s  Department : — 

°*ce.0,f  the  Children’s  Department  of  the  County  Council  is  at 
33  to  36  Adam  Street,  Cardiff. 

Tel.  No.  Cardiff  31696  to  31698. 

There  is,  however,  working  in  this  district,  a Children’s  Visitor:— 
GlamPltfcman’  ° ° ’ Chlldren  8 Home>  Garth  Olwg,  Church  Village, 


(f)  Registration  of  Births,  Deaths  and  Marriages:— 

This  area  comes  under  the  Pontypridd  District  and  the  Superintendent’s 
2 ?C1t1S  at : Court  House  Street,  Pontypridd.  Glam. 

Tel.  No.  Pontypridd  3122. 

The  Local  Registrar  is  Mr.  Dilwyn  Jones 
Registrar’s  Office,  21  Cardiff  Street,  Aberdare. 

Tel.  No.  Aberdare  208. 

(g)  Probation  Officer  : — 

The  address  of  the  Principal  Probation  Officer  is  at  St.  Catherine’s 
Chamber,  Mill  Street,  Pontypridd,  Glam. 

Tel.  No.  Pontypridd  2167. 

For  this  area  the  Probation  Officers  are- 
Mr.  Emlyn  Evans  and  Miss  E.  Parker 

21  Cardm  s‘reet-  AbOTd‘re-  G1»“- 

(h)  Youth  Employment  Bureau  : 

Youth  °Fmn.ErapI°y.Tnt  °fficer  f0r  the  area  1S  Mr.  W.  E.  Macarthv 

n„Ei Wind  y’ 


2. 


Hospital  Services  provided  by  the  Welsh  Regional  Hospital  Board:- 

f' Th.‘hSffl  ' ’rtlr  ,r 

5rr.%'“4,s^TydM'8  Ho8pit“1'  M“,h^  wS. 

IK'lZr  “ liSt  °f  ““  «Unio«  used  by  rodents 
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Aberdare  General  Hospital,  Abernant,  Aberdare,  Glam. 

Tel.  No.  Aberdare  711. 

Fedw  Hir  Convalescent  Hospital,  Llwydcoed,  Aberdare,  Glam. 
Tel.  No.  Aberdare  612. 

Mountain  Ash  General  Hospital,  Caegarw,  Mountain  Ash,  Glam. 
Tel.  No.  Mountain  Ash  2212. 

Mardy  Isolation  Hospital,  Merthyr  Tydfil,  Glam. 

Tel.  No.  Merthyr  230.  (For  Infectious  Diseases). 

St.  Tydfil’s  Hospital,  Merthyr  Tydfil,  Glam. 

Tel.  No.  Merthyr  900. 

Merthyr  General  Hospital,  Merthyr  Tydfil,  Glam. 

Tel.  No.  Merthyr  864. 

Chest  Clinio  at  42  High  Street,  Aberdare,  Glam. 

Tel.  No.  Aberdare  040. 

(This  Clinic  is  available  on  Monday  and  Thursday  mornings). 


3.  Services  provided  by  Government  Departments: — 

(a)  Ministry  of  Pensions  and  National  Insurance : — 

Central  Office  (Wales)  is  at  Cathays  Park,  Cardiff. 
Tel.  No.  Cardiff  26411. 

Local  Office  is  at  4 Victoria  Square,  Aberdare,  Glam. 
Tel.  No.  Aberdare  641. 


(b)  Pneumoconiosis  Medical  Panel: — 

The  Office  is  situated  at  the  East  Entrance,  Prudential  Buildings, 

Cathays  Park,  Cardiff. 

Tel.  No.  Cardiff  26161. 


(c)  National  Assistance  Board  : — 

The  Area  Office  for  this  district  is  at  Glanynys,  Cwmbach  Road, 

Aberdare,  Glam. 

Tel.  No.  Aberdare  343. 

(d)  Ministry  of  Labour  and  National  Service: — 

Employment  Exchange,  Monk  Street,  Aberdare,  Glam. 

Tel.  No.  Aberdare  383. 


4.  General  Practitioner  Services:— 

This  service  is  provided  by  the  Glamorgan  Executive  ( ouncil  of : 
47,  Park  Place,  Cardiff.  ’ (National  Health  Council). 

Tel.  No.  Cardiff  26216. 
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AGES  (QUINARY)  AND  MARITAL  CONDITION. 


Total  Population. 
Males.  Females. 

Total  20,183  20,749 


Married  only. 
Males.  Females. 

10,442  10,609 


Marital  Conditions  : 


Single 

8,626 

7,678 

Married 

10,442 

10,1  09 

Widowed 

1,066 

2,393 

Divoroed 

49 

69 

Age  last  Birthday 
0-4 

1,556 

1,649 

6-9 

• • 

1,462 

1,358 

10-14 

• • 

1,354 

1,312 

16-19 

1,089 

1,175 

20-24 

• • 

1,100 

1,245 

26-29 

• • 

1,518 

1,474 

30-34 

• • 

1,477 

1,513 

36-39 

1,480 

1,686 

40-44 

1,523 

1,564 

46-49 

• • 

1,556 

1,565 

60-54 

• • 

1‘504 

1,576 

55-59 

• • 

1,267 

1,346 

60-64 

1,041 

1,139 

65-69 

• • 

879 

895 

7o-74 

• • 

686 

716 

75-79 

• • 

451 

455 

80-84 

• • 

;i78 

195 

86-89 

• • 

50 

67 

90-94 

• • 

3 

17 

96  and 

over. , 

— 

2 

10,442  10,609 


2 

44 

236 

621 

938 

1,176 

1,137 

1,255 

1,230 

1,361 

1,273 

1,299 

1,294 

1,245 

1,275 

1,209 

1,033 

928 

801 

644 

596 

428 

374 

268 

192 

113 

50 

20 

11 
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POPULATION  COMPOSITION. 
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The  above  section  includes  12  caravans  comprising  16  rooms  occupied  by  12  households. 
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114  719  444  248  67  22  3 4 1 1622 

Total  persons 

228  1810  1253  752  224  62  13  14  3 4359  0.99 

Rooms  Occupied 

114  1438  1332  992  335  132  21  33  10  4407 
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HOUSING  STATISTICS. 


°f  "M,M°  dWel,‘”«  h°“»“  to  ‘be  ~ - 


at  tho 


Pre-War  private  houses  in  the  area  .. 

»>  »>  local  authority  houses  in  the  area 

>>  >>  » » miscellaneous  houses  in  the 


area  . . 


10,644 

576 

27 


Post-War  private  (35)  and  police  (10)  houses  in  the  area 
>>  ,,  local  authority  houses  in  the  area  . . 


11,247 

45 

1,302 


Total  . . 12,694 

During  the  Post-War  period  to  the  31st  December,  1964,  the  number 
ot  dwelling  houses  closed  as  unfit  for  human  habitation  . . 95  houses. 


LOCAL  AUTHORITY  DWELLING  HOUSES. 


The  number  of  houses  on  the  Council 

Trofelin,  Trecynon 
Trenant,  Hirwaun 
Tre  Ifor,  Llwydcoed  . . 
Treneoi,  Cwmaman 
Wenallt  Road,  Abernant 
Tro  Telynog,  Cwmbach 
Old  Penywaun,  Penywaun 
Cerdinen  Terrace,  Cwmbach 
Trewaun,  Hirwaun 


Local  authority  miscellaneous 

Total 


pre 


war  estates  are  as  follows  : 


140  houses. 

132 

99 

106 

99 

72 

99 

40 

)) 

26 

99 

24 

99 

18 

99 

18 

99 

576 

27 

99 

603 

99 

The  number  of  post-war  houses  and  fiats  occupied  on  the  Council’s 
estates  as  at  31st  December,  1954,  is  as  follows:  — 


Greg- 


Bung- 

Con- 

Cornish 

Wool- 

ory 

Shop 

Site. 

Brick. 

Steel. 

alows. 

crete. 

Unit. 

away. 

Flats. 

Flats. 

Totals 

Penywaun . 

. 164 

96 

132 

352 







6 

750 

Abernant  . 

. 

— 

6 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

6 

Cwmbach 

. 30 

— 

— 

242 

112 

42 

— 

— 

426 

Ty  Fry 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

52 

68 

— 

120 

TOTALS 

. . 194 

96 

138 

594 

112 

94 

68 

6 

1,302 

The  number  of 

new 

houses  occupied  during 

1954  being: 

Cwmbach  . 

— 

— 

— 

148 

52 

36 





236 

Ty  Fry 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

6 

— 

— 

6 

TOTALS  . 

. 

— 



148 

52 

42 





242 
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ALLOCATION  OF  COUNCIL  HOUSES. 


The  responsibility  of  operating  the  Local  Authority’s  scheme  for  the 
allocation  of  Council  Houses  has  entailed  additional  problems  in  the 
administration  of  the  Public  Health  Department.  Interviewing  of 
applicants  and  investigation  of  facts  is  undertaken  by  the  Health 
Department  and  demands  a great  deal  of  time. 

Due  to  lack  of  building  sites  in  the  area,  the  building  of  Council 
houses  has  practically  ceased  and  the  position  is  creating  great  concern 
to  the  applicants  for  housing  accommodation. 

During  the  month  of  July,  1954,  a special  survey  of  all  applicants 
on  the  Housing  Register  was  undertaken  and  as  a result  of  the  survey 
235  names  were  removed  from  the  register. 

Below  you  will  find  a table  of  the  892  applicants  (divided  into 
Tenants  and  Sub-Tenants)  for  Council  houses  at  the  31st  December,  1954. 


TENANTS. 


Ward. 

With  3 
or  more 
children. 

With  2 
children. 

With  1 
child 
over  ten. 

With  1 
child 

under  ten. 

With  no 
children. 

T.B. 

Totals 

1 . . 

6 

20 

12 

11 

3 

1 

53 

2 . . 

2 

10 

8 - 

5 

11 

— 

36 

3 . . 

11 

12 

5 

4 

13 

3 

48 

4 . . 

25 

33 

20 

9 

11 

4 

102 

5 . . 

29 

22 

19 

9 

0 

10 

95 

TOTALS 

73 

97 

64 

38 

44 

18 

334 

SUB-TENANTS. 

1 .. 

8 

19 

7 

58 

31 

3 

126 

2 . . 

3 

9 

8 

30 

23 

1 

74 

3 . . 

3 

12 

7 

17 

17 



56 

4 . . 

3 

18 

6 

42 

21 



90 

6 , . 

18 

21 

8 

48 

43 

6 

144 

TOTALS 

34 

79 

30 

195 

135 

10 

490 

Tenants  . . . , . . , > 334 

Sub-Tenants  . . , . , . 490 

Total  . . 824 

Applications  from  outside  A.U.D.C.  Area  . . 68 


Total  Applications  . . 892 
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HOUSING  REPAIRS. 


I have  to  report  similar  to  past  years  that,  housing  repairs  during 
the  year  have  not  boon  without  their  unsolved  problems  of  getting 
landlords  to  undertake  repairs.  Continued  efforts  by  the  Sanitary 
Inspectors  to  improve  the  conditions  of  the  older  properties  have  resulted 
in  a substantial  number  of  houses  being  attended  to,  although  it  has 
been  necessary  to  resort  to  formal  action  in  some  cases. 

The  high  cost  of  labour  and  materials  continues  to  make  the  task 
of  enforcing  housing  repairs,  especially  in  the  case  of  the  lower  rented 
properties  a most  difficult  one  to  deal  with. 

(1)  INSPECTION  OF  DWELLING  HOUSES  DURING  1954. 

(a)  Total  number  of  dwelling  houses  inspected  for  housing 

defects  under  the  Housing  Act  and  Public  Health  Act  . . 530 

(b)  Number  of  inspections  made  for  the  purpose  ..  ..1261 

(c)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  found  to  be  in  a state  of  danger 

or  injurious  to  health,  as  to  be  unfit  for  human  habitation.  . 20 

(d)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  (exclusive  of  those  referred  to 

under  the  preceding  sub-heads)  found  not  to  be  in  all 
respects  reasonably  fit  for  human  habitation  . . . . 250 

(2)  REMEDY  OF  DEFECTS  DURING  THE  YEAR  WITHOUT 

SERVICE  OF  FORMAL  NOTICES  ..  ..  ..162 


(3)  ACTION  UNDER  STATUTARY  POWERS  DURING  THE 
YEAR. 

(1)  Proceedings  under  Sections  9,  10  and  16,  Housing  Act, 

1936. 

(a)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  in  respect  of  which  notices 

were  served  requiring  repairs  . . . . . . 82 

(b)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  which  were  rendered  fit  after 
service  of  formal  notices: — 

(1)  By  Owners  . . . . . . 49 

(2)  By  Local  Authority  in  default  of  Owners  . . 0 

(2)  Proceedings  under  the  Public  Health  Act : — 

(a)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  in  respect  of  which  notices 

were  served  requiring  defects  to  be  remedied  . . 50 

(b)  Number  of  dwolling  houses  in  which  dofects  wore  remedied 
after  service  of  formal  notices: — 

(1)  By  Owners  ..  ..  ..  ..37 

(2)  By  Local  Authority  in  default  of  Owners  . . Nil 

(4)  PROCEEDINGS  UNDER  SECTIONS  11  and  13  OF  HOUSING 

ACT,  1936  ..  ..  ..  ..  ..20 

(5)  PROCEEDINGS  UNDER  SECTION  12  OF  HOUSING  ACT, 

1936  . . . . . . . . • . . . Nil 
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(6)  HOUSING  REPAIRS  AND  RENTS  ACT,  1954. 

During  the  year  Certificates  of  disrepair  were  issued  under  the 
following  Regulations  : — 

Applications  under  the  Housing  Repairs  (Increase  of  Rent) 
Regulations,  1954  7 

Applications  under  the  Rent  and  Mortgage  Interest  Restriction 
Acts,  1920  to  1939  . . . . 1 

(7)  IMPROVEMENT  GRANTS. 

During  1954  the  Local  Authority  resolved  to  implement  provisions 
of  the  Housing  Act,  1949,  as  amended  by  subsequent  legislation  as 
would  enable  the  Council  to  give  assistance  to  approved  applicants 
by  the  way  of  grants.  In  my  1955  Annual  Report  I shall  give  the 
numbers  of  applicants  who  have  taken  advantage  of  the  resolution. 

(8)  ACTION  ON  HOUSES  UNFIT  FOR  HUMAN  HABITATION 
UNDER  THE  HOUSING  ACT,  1936. 

During  1954  : — 

Demolition  Orders  Served  . . . . . . 14 

Closing  Orders  Served . . . . . , . . 2 

Undertakings  Accepted  . . . . . . 2 

All  occupants  from  the  above  properties  were  rehoused  by  the  Local 
Authority. 


(9)  CAMPING  SITES. 

No  licences  have  been  issued  in  respect  of  camping  sites,  nor  are 
there  any  sites  within  the  area  of  the  Local  Authority,  which  are 
approved  for  this  purpose. 


J.  LI.  WILLIAMS, 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 
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SUMMARY  OF  THE  WORK  DONE  BY  THE  SANITARY 


INSPECTORS  DURING  THE  YEAR. 

Number  of  houses  and  premises  inspected  . . . . . . . . 530 

Number  of  houses  and  premises  re-visited  ..  ..  ..  1261 

Number  of  notices  served — preliminary  ..  . . ..  ..  260 

Number  of  notices  served — statutory  ..  ..  ..  ..  ..  152 

Number  of  houses  repaired  ..  ..  ..  ..  ..  ..  254 

Closets  cleansed  or  repaired  ..  ..  ..  ..  ..  ..  H2 

Flushing  tanks  renewed  ..  ..  ..  ...  ..  ..  ..  31 

New  closets  erected  to  existing  buildings  . . . . . . . . 5 

Yards  paved  or  repaired  ..  ..  ..  ..  ..  ..  ..  29 

Defective  house  roofs  repaired  . . . . . . . . . . . . 167 

Defective  walls  repaired  ..  ..  ...  ..  ..  , . ..  153 

Defective  chimneys  repaired  . . . . . . . . . . . . 77 

Defective  ceilings  repaired  ..  ..  ..  ..  ..  ...  142 

Defective  floors  repaired  ..  ..  ..  ..  ..  ..  ..  107 

Defective  doors  repaired  or  renewed  . . . . . . . . . . 76 

Defective  windows  repaired  or  renewed  ..  ..  ..  ..  132 

Defective  fireplaces  repaired  or  renewed  ..  ..  ..  ..  105 

Defective  ovens  renewed  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 68 

New  eaves-gutters  and  downpipes  fixed  . . . . . . . . 143 

Accumulations  of  refuse  removed  . , . . . . . . . . 38 

Other  nuisances  abated  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 26 

Number  of  milk  samples  taken  for  examination  . . . . . . 344 

Number  of  water  samples  taken  for  Bacteriological  examination  497 

Number  of  water  samples  taken  for  Chemical  examination  . . 495 

Number  of  samples  taken  for  Food  and  Drugs  ..  ..  ..  374 

Number  of  verminous  houses  inspected  . . . . . . . . 96 

Number  of  infectious  disease  cases  investigated  . . . . . . 68 

DISINFECTION. 

Number  of  houses  fumigated  after  infectious  disease  ..  ..  172 

Number  of  articles  disinfected  by  steam  . . . . . . . . 1804 

Number  of  articles  destroyed  ..  ..  ..  ..  ..  ••  1-0 


DRAIN  TESTING. 

Number  of  old  drains  tested  . . . . . . . • • • • • 02 

Number  found  defective  . . . . . . . . . - • • • • 42 

Number  of  drains  relaid  ..  ..  ..  ..  . • ••  ••  42 

Number  of  drains  cleansed  or  repaired  . . . . . . • • 05 


40 

FACTORIES. 

Number  on  register 
Number  of  outworkers 
Number  of  visits  of  inspection 
Number  of  defects  remedied 


41 

117 

7 


BAKEHOUSES. 

Number  on  register 
Number  of  visits  of  inspection 
Number  of  defects  remedied 


20 

66 

6 


DAIRIES  AND  MILKSHOPS. 


Number  on  register  . . 
Number  of  visits  of  inspection 
Number  of  defects  remedied 


8 

65 

4 


SLAUGHTERHOUSE . 

Number  of  visits 
Number  of  animals  slaughtered 
Number  of  animals  inspected 
Meat  condemned  at  slaughterhouse 
Other  foods  condemned 


475 

. • 28,382 

• • 28,382 
30,729  lbs. 
12,862  lbs. 


LODGINGHOUSES. 

Number  on  register 

Number  of  visits  of  inspection  . . 


D.  RICHARDS, 

Senior  Sanitary  Inspector. 


- 


* 


I 


V 


